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“I hardly ever hear her say, ‘I can’t.” That’s one of the 
most important things you discover about Abby when 
her mom, Alison, starts to describe her fifteen-year-old 
daughter. “Creative. She has amazing perseverance. 
It’s stunning how much she can teach herself about 
things she’s interested in and I think she definitely had 
perseverance as a younger child trying to overcome her 
challenges. I don’t think she knew she had them.” 

Abby has cerebral palsy and chorea, which affect her 
mobility, as well as hearing and visual impairments. Her 
mobility impacts the type of activities she can be involved 
in, which has led to her creative accomplishments 
like writing and playing the guitar. She can require 
assistance when walking up stairs or long distances 
and works with a physiotherapist regularly. That’s how 
Abby and her mom first heard about Sunshine.

According to Alison, Abby dreamed of meeting 
Commander Chris Hadfield “because he’s involved in 
science and geography, he’s humorous and musical 
and a Canadian astronaut. He’s the astronaut in the sky 
who was playing guitar for everyone and that made it 
even more meaningful for Abby.”

Sunshine contacted Commander Hadfield and set up 

a private meet-and-greet and guitar session for Abby.
“I felt very inspired,” says Abby. “I was just really 
interested in what he had to say. He also commented 
that I have a talent with guitar. I didn’t realize that 
before.”

Alison’s memories are that of a proud mom. “When 
they started playing songs together, that was heart-
warming. After they finished, Abby started asking a lot 
of space-specific questions. I thought. ‘Wow girl! You 
know a lot.’”

When it comes to what this dream means for Abby, 
mom and daughter have a similar answer: 

“I wonder what career path it will lead to,” muses Abby. 
There are no limits to the journey she sees before her. 

“Something in geography or National Geographic or 
music or a combination. I’m eager to visit Europe and 
the British Isles.”

“I think building some confidence will be a long-term 
thing out of this,” says Alison. “I hope she may come 
upon a career that she thinks, ‘That is what I want to do, 
and I’m going to go for it!’ And maybe we can relate it 
back to being inspired by Commander Hadfield.”

Abby, left, playing guitar with 
Canadian astronaut Commander 
Chris Hadfield. Photograph 
courtesy of Jennifer James 
(JJMediaOnline).



Vancouver Hosts 
Inaugural Gala

This year marked Vancouver’s inaugural fundraising 
event — An Evening of Dreams. 

The fundraising gala featured Sunshine Alumnus, 
Casey, as the Emcee and speeches from Sunshine 
Alumni, Arshdeep and Amanda. Held in the luxury 
Crystal Pavilion Ballroom at Pan Pacific Hotel in 
downtown Vancouver, guests were treated to a live 
auction, entertainment and dinner.

Congratulations to the Evening of the Dreams 
Committee for hosting a successful event and raising 
funds to make more Sunshine Dreams come true!

Sunshine Lifts off from 
Montreal!
Seventy-two kids headed for a Disney-adventure on 
the Sunshine DreamLift from Montreal–Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau International Airport on October 7th.

Sunshine’s 58th DreamLift, the first in Montreal since 
2002, brought together kids from many communities, 
including the Montreal area, Sherbrooke and the 
northern community of Nunavik. Kids and volunteers 
spoke several languages from English and French to 
Inuktitut, Cree, French Sign Language and American 
Sign Language.

Our Sunshine team was very excited to return to 
Montreal,” says Nancy Sutherland, Chief Executive 
Officer at The Sunshine Foundation of Canada. 

“As a national organization, our mission is to give 
children across Canada the opportunity to feel a 
sense of independence and build confidence so they 
can continue to pursue dreams throughout their lives.
We are so grateful to the entire Montreal community 
and Sunshine supporters for helping us make dreams 
come true for so many children here in Quebec.”

Event organizers Stacy Reebye and Dr. Rajiv Reebye 
at the Evening of Dreams in Vancouver

Seventy-two Sunshine Kids pose for a group shot before a day of 
adventure at the Magic Kingdom

Bastien, right, with his Sunshine DreamLift Volunteer, Melanie, at 
the Montreal Airport right before take-off

Event organizer Bonnie Venables with Sunshine Bear
at the Evening of Dreams in Vancouver



Police Officer Makes 
Dreams Come True
Sergeant Mark Hobeck is the 2014 recipient of the 
Wayne C. Dunn Spirit of Service Award presented 
by the National Board of Directors of The Sunshine 
Foundation of Canada.

Starting as a police liaison to Sunshine in 2000, Sgt. 
Hobeck travelled across Nova Scotia delivering Dream 
Presentations to Sunshine Kids for over a decade. 

In 2012, he was instrumental in coordinating the 
involvement of the Halifax Regional Police in the 
Halifax DreamLift, and in 2013, Sgt. Hobeck took 
on the role of President for the revitalized Sunshine 
Halifax-Dartmouth Chapter. 

“Mark exemplifies the best of what our Sunshine 
volunteers contribute every single day,” says Mr. Adam 
Jean, President of The Sunshine Foundation’s National 
Board of Directors. “He displays compassion, hope, 
joy and the belief that he can give a child a sense 
of confidence and independence by making dreams 
come true.”

Associates Raise $1 Million!
During the month of August, WINNERS and HomeSense 
Associates and customers across Canada helped make 
dreams come true for kids. During the Spread a Little 
Sunshine campaign, WINNERS and HomeSense Associates 
sold decals in store, with 100 per cent of the funds raised 
donated to Sunshine. To wrap up the campaign, WINNERS 
and HomeSense generously matched every donation made 
in-store on August 30th and August 31st. 

Associates across the country went even further by raising 
funds through bake sales, garage sales, barbecues and 
even lemonade and popcorn stands!

The hard work of WINNERS and HomeSense Associates and 
generosity of Canadians during the month-long campaign 
raised over $1 million for Sunshine — a new record!

WINNERS and HomeSense have donated a total of $7.5 
million to The Sunshine Foundation over the past 15 years.

“WINNERS’ and HomeSense’s 15-year-partnership with 
Sunshine has changed the lives of so many children across 
Canada,” says Nancy Sutherland, Chief Executive Officer 
of The Sunshine Foundation of Canada. “For a decade and 
a half, their unwavering dedication to Sunshine’s mission 
has meant that children who face the everyday challenges 
associated with complex medical conditions can live their 
greatest dreams. It gives kids the opportunity to build 
confidence in their ability to pursue other goals and realize 
that nothing can stand in the way of a dream.”

David-Daniel, middle, poses with WINNERS Associates at his WINNERS 
Dream Presentation in Vaughn

Thai, middle, with his family, Sunshine Volunteers and Associates from 
WINNERS Store #264 at his Sunshine Dream Presentation. Thai was 

featured in the Spread a Little Sunshine campaign. 



Alumni Profile:
Graeme Murray

Graeme was 11 years old when he started playing 
sledge hockey. “I was always a huge hockey fan,” he 
says, “but could never really get involved because of 
the limitation of being a paraplegic. There wasn’t a lot 
of access to adapted sports in Gravenhurst.”

He was involved in school sports until he noticed his 
friends getting faster and his teachers were concerned 
he would be hurt. Graeme and his parents were not 
willing to give up sports, so his parents looked for 
options and found sledge hockey.

Graeme began to practice in Gravenhurst, and play 
with the Elmvale Bears every week  until age 15 when 
he was noticed by the national sledge hockey team. 
“I went to a tryout and was told to come back next 
year. I went to a second tryout and showed that I was 
a tenacious player and I was asked to join the National 
Sledge Team.” 

At 15, Graeme represented his hometown and country 
at the 2002 Salt Lake City Paralympic Winter Games as 
the youngest sledge hockey player of his team.

“I hadn’t been exposed to a lot of people with 
disabilities. That was a big eye-opener for me. There 

were all these different athletes out there, making a life 
out of competing.”

Since the Salt Lake City Paralympic Games, Graeme 
has competed in several IPC Ice Sledge Hockey World 
Championships and three Paralympic Games. He won 
the first gold medal of the Canadian Sledge Hockey 
team’s history at the 2006 Torino Paralympic Games, 
and recently a bronze medal in Sochi, Russia. 

“I like to think I’m a tenacious and competitive hockey 
player. I compete at the highest level I’m capable of. I 
think that’s the attitude that’s given me the success that 
I have. I didn’t just imagine myself having a medal in 
Sochi. I built a foundation of small goals – going to the 
gym, eating properly, getting the proper rest.

“Your goal can be whatever you want it to be, but the 
most important part of the journey is taking the small 
steps to reach it. But, be passionate about it. Being 
passionate about it makes it fun. Doing something fun 
means you’ll do it every day.”

The Sunshine Foundation of Canada
300 Wellington, Suite 100
London, Ontario, N6B 2L5
Phone: 1-800-461-7935
info@sunshine.ca

www.sunshine.ca  

Thank you to Platinum Sunshine Partners:

Caring Partner: OARA
Sunshine is proud to thank the Ontario Automotive 
Recyclers Association (OARA) Members and its partner 
Ontario Tire Stewardship (OTS) for their fifth year of 
Tire Take Back. 

From May 26 - 31st, sixty OARA Member auto recyclers 
from across Ontario participated in the Tire Take Back 
campaign, collecting old tires to raise over $90,000 
for The Sunshine Foundation of Canada. Since 2010, 
OARA Members have raised over $900,000 for 
Sunshine.

“We’re so pleased to congratulate A&L Auto Recyclers 
in Comber, Ontario, for collecting the most tires during 
Tire Take Back,” says Steve Fletcher, Executive Director 
of OARA. “During the one week campaign, A&L Auto 
Recyclers collected a total of 13,762 tires!”

Funds raised help fulfill dreams for Sunshine Kids 
through Sunshine’s Individual Dreams and DreamLift 
programs. On June 11, 2013, OARA sponsored the 
Toronto DreamLift, sending 73 Sunshine Kids to the 
Magic Kingdom in Walt Disney World.

Graeme Murray, Sunshine Alumnus and Paralympian, had his 
Sunshine Dream to visit St. Maarten fulfilled in 2003. On September 
20, 2014, the Town of Gravenhurst dedicated the local arena to its 
hometown champion – The Graeme Murray Arena.

Photograph courtesy of Graeme Murray


