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Santiago (right) after his gold medal win, with his father, Juan

Every month this year, WINNERS and HomeSense present the story 
of a Sunshine Child. Read more at sunshine.ca.

Taking Home the Gold
Winning a medal in karate taught Santiago that a 
dream come true can be just the beginning 

When Santiago was born with cerebral palsy, his doctors 
told his parents that they didn’t know if he would ever 
be able to walk. To encourage him to move, his dad, 
Juan, worked with his physiotherapist to introduce 
karate movements into his physical therapy. By the age 
of four, Santiago could take steps without any help.

As Santiago grew older, he loved karate and wanted to 
practice regularly. Since his condition means he’s not 
able to kick, he used a modified form of the sport.

Juan describes him as a social kid who enjoys competing 
in karate tournaments. But, he became frustrated when 
he realized there was no category that was right for him 
and he’d never win a medal. “He’d been competing 
for two years and he had never gotten a medal that he 
earned,” says Juan. “It wasn’t fair.”

The family had heard about Sunshine through Santiago’s 
sledge hockey team in Calgary; so, they called, wondering 
if Sunshine could help Santiago’s dream come true.

When the US Open Karate Tournament in Las Vegas 
held its first karate category for people with disabilities, 
Sunshine made all the arrangements to ensure Santiago 
was there to compete. And Santiago’s perseverance 
gave him the opportunity to earn his gold medal. At the 
age of eleven, Santiago became the first person to win a 
gold medal in an official karate category for people with
disabilities.

“Santiago slept with his medal for a 
week after,” says Juan. “It means pride. 
Accomplishment. He wants to keep going 
and he knows he has to work hard.”

Santiago receiving his gold medal at the US Open Karate Tournament



Corporate Challenge 
“FunRaisers” for 
Sunshine
Corporate Challenge teams in London and Windsor 
are competing for Sunshine in 10 fun-filled team 
events that are meant to be more fun than work.

London Corporate Challenge, in its fourth year, will 
take place on Saturday, June 21st. Windsor Corporate 
Challenge, in its third year, will take place on Sunday, 
June 22nd.

Last year’s events in London and Windsor raised over 
$90,000 and $97,000 respectively, for The Sunshine 
Foundation, with some of the funds raised by Windsor 
Corporate Challenge helping to launch the Windsor 
DreamLift, sponsored by Mio Manz Charities on 
October 22, 2013.

For more information, visit:
londoncorporatechallenge.com
windsorcorporatechallenge.com

Bright Night, Big Dreams
In its third year, Sunshine’s signature event, Bright 
Night, Big Dreams, is taking place in cities across 
Canada. 
 
This year’s events kicked off with Bright Night, Big 
Dreams in Stratford, Ontario on April 4th.

More Bright Night, Big Dreams are scheduled across 
the country — Calgary on June 5th, London and 
Sudbury on June 12th and Halifax in August.

Visit sunshine.ca/events to buy tickets for events in 
your area.

Josh with his new friend, waterskiing champion, Thomas DeGasperi, at 
the Ski Paradise Resort in Mexico

Teams compete in water sports at the Windsor Corporate Challenge. 
Courtesy of LS Photography

Dream Week
Twelve-year-old Josh was born into a family that 
loves sports. His mom is a marathon runner, who 
finished the Toronto Marathon in 2013 with a Boston 
marathon qualifying time, while pushing Josh in a 
chair. His grandfather started waterskiing at the age of 
71. Josh lives with cerebellar hypoplasia and cerebral 
palsy; so, he uses a wheelchair to move around and 
an iPad to help him speak. Growing up, Josh was 
the kid on the sidelines, watching his friends play.  

“While he can’t play every sport,” says his mom, 
Michelle, “he loves to be around people and 
participate in any activity he can.”

After major surgery on his leg, he found out that 
Sunshine was going to fulfill a dream for him. Josh 
knew that for his dream, he wanted to be part of 
the action, participating with his entire family.

Sunshine sent Josh, his mom and grandparents 
down to a water sport resort in Mexico where he 
could take part in as many activities as possible. 
Josh never stayed still. He spent his dream week 
learning to drive a boat, tubing, releasing baby 
turtles into the ocean and spending time with his 
new friend, Thomas DeGasperi — two-time World 
Championship water skier.

According to Michelle, that friendship and that 
week have motivated Josh to work harder at his 
physiotherapy so he can stand and waterski one day. 
Since they’ve returned to Vancouver, Josh has kept 
in touch with Thomas who vows to be there beside 
him the day he stands on his waterskis for the first 
time. For Michelle, the experience has changed the 
entire family. “This dream put the wind in our sails. 
It reminded us that life is fun.”



Becoming a Volunteer
In 2011, Newfoundland Sunshine Mom, Charmaine,  
watched as her daughter, Karrie, had her Sunshine Dream 
fulfilled — swimming with dolphins in the Bahamas. 

The trip “brought our family closer together,” says 
Charmaine. “It was time to ignore the disability and have 
fun. Karrie was the focus of the trip and she loved that 
the trip was because of her.” 

After speaking about her experiences as a Sunshine Parent 
to a group of supporters Charmaine realized she wanted 
to do more. “I felt like we needed to start something 
here in Newfoundland. I know a lot of families who have 
kids with disabilities and I know they need something 
like Sunshine.”

Charmaine signed up for the annual Glory Dash in St. 
John’s to support Sunshine and then organized Sunshine’s 
first Sunshine Crop and silent auction — a scrapbooking 
fundraiser. The success of the event surprised Charmaine. 
“I thought if we can get 30 people, it would be great. 
We ended up registering 55 people and I could have 
registered more. We had 110 donations of great auction 
items and opened the silent auction event to everyone.”

Almost a year into her role as the President of the 
Newfoundland Chapter, Charmaine’s perspective on 
volunteering comes from her personal experiences as a 
Sunshine Mom and volunteer. “The work volunteers do 
does matter. It affects the family personally. In the long 
run it helps so many families to volunteer and to help a 
child. “

From April 6 - 12, Sunshine celebrated volunteers like 
Charmaine during National Volunteer Week.

Sunshine
DreamLifts
Set to 
Depart 
This Year
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Vancouver (December)
Sponsored by BC Lower Mainland Sunshine 

Dreams for Kids Tournament

Brantford (April)
Sponsored by The Sunshine Dream Team 

for Kids

Montreal (October)
First Montreal DreamLift since 2002

Charmaine with Greg, the grand prize winner, at the Newfoundland 
Chapters’s first event — The Sunshine Crop & Silent Auction

DreamLifts Across 
Canada
On April 22nd, Sunshine Kids from Brantford, Ontario 
and surrounding areas went on a Sunshine DreamLift 
to the Magic Kingdom in Walt Disney World.

Sunshine’s first DreamLift of 2014 was sponsored 
by The Sunshine Dream Team for Kids which is 
made up of community partners — RBC Royal Bank, 
McDonald’s, S.C. Johnson, ReMax Twin City Inc. and 
The Expositor.

“When we found out Jordan was going, we were very 
excited for him,” says Jordan’s mom, Laura. Jordan is 

a 16-year-old from Waterloo, Ontario who lives with 
cerebral palsy. “It’s a great opportunity for him to 
do something without us and make new friendships 
which is important for a child.”

Sunshine Kids explored Disney with volunteers, 
including The Sunshine Dream Team for Kids, as 
well as community and health care volunteers from 
medical centres across the region. 

“We were honoured to be a part of the Brantford 
DreamLift,” says Scott Tomlin, Sunshine Dream 
Team spokesperson. “We are proud partners of The 
Sunshine Foundation and were thrilled to play a part 
in this exceptional day that provides children with a 
sense of independence and confidence.”

Brantford DreamLift in 2011 Vancouver DreamLift in 2012
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Thank you to Platinum Sunshine Partners:

Sunshine Talks with Ed Holder
Sunshine sat down with the Honourable Ed Holder, who was named 
Canada’s new Minister of State for Science and Technology on March 
19th, to ask him a few questions. Ed Holder is a Sunshine Board 
Member and loyal supporter who served as the co-chair for The 
Sunshine Dreams for Kids Golf Classic and co-founded The County 
Heritage/Stevenson & Hunt Endowment Fund. 

What does your appointment to Minister of State for 
Science and Technology mean to you?

As Minister of State for Science and Technology, my focus 
is to ensure that we can harness the country’s science and 
technology to develop more innovative business which 
improves the lives of Canadians. From my standpoint, 
what I want to do is to maximize the impact of science 
and technology for Canadians and people around the 
world. That is a great legacy.

What I think is critical, and one of my focuses as minister, 
is to encourage young people to embrace the STEM 
areas — science, technology, engineering and math. 
And through that ensure that these young people will be 
the science leaders of tomorrow.  

What does the 
Minister of State 
for Science and 
Technology do? 

The Minister of 
State for Science 
and Technology has 
oversight and gives 
policy direction to two 
of Canada’s major 
granting councils and is 
responsible for providing the direction for agencies that 
support research and development. 

Why do you support Sunshine?

Sunshine focuses on young people who have a dream, 
who have a passion but may have challenges in fulfilling 
that dream. Sunshine touches the hearts of families 
and improves the quality of lives for those touched by 
Sunshine. You can’t find a more heartfelt organization. 
How lucky are we to serve Sunshine the way that we do!

Celebrating Five Years of Tire 
Take Back
This year marks five years of The Ontario Automotive 
Recyclers Association (OARA) raising funds for 
Sunshine through its Tire Take Back program. From 
May 26 - 31st, participating OARA Members across 
the province will recycle used tires and donate the 
collection fees to Sunshine. Participating locations 
can be found at rethinktires.ca.
 
Funds raised help fulfill dreams for Sunshine Kids 
through the Individual Dreams and DreamLift 
programs. On June 11, 2013, OARA sponsored the 
Toronto DreamLift, sending over 80 Sunshine Kids to 
the Magic Kingdom in Walt Disney World.

Last year, OARA Members collected 58,371 tires 
and raised over $175,000 for Sunshine. Since 2010, 
OARA and its Members have raised over $700,000 
for Sunshine Children.

OARA and the Automotive Recyclers of Canada (ARC) 
are also partnering to raise funds for Sunshine Kids 
through Car Heaven — a charitable vehicle recycling 
program. Drivers can have their cars recycled safely 
and donate the proceeds to Sunshine. For more 
information, visit carheaven.ca.

Sunshine Kid Christian with volunteer buddy and OARA Member 
Wally Dingman on the Toronto DreamLift in June 2013

The Honourable Ed Holder, Minister of 
State for Science and Technology


