
           
 

 
MEDIA ADVISORY 

 
Results Exceed Expectations for 6th Annual OARA Tire Take Back  
– Celebration Announcement set for July 23rd, 2015 
 

SUDBURY, ON – On Thursday, July 23, 2015, at Rock City Auto Supplies Ltd., the Ontario Auto Recyclers 
Association (OARA) along with program partner Ontario Tire Stewardship (OTS), will announce the total 
tires collected and funds raised from the 6

th
 Annual Tire Take Back program and present a cheque to The 

Sunshine Foundation of Canada. 
 
From June 1

st
 to June 6

th
, Ontarians dropped off used tires at 50 collectors locations across the province, 

plus special tire pickups at 8 other locations. This six-day tire recycling blitz is led by OARA, its members, 
OTS, supported by the Ontario Federation of Agriculture, and made possible by the unwavering 
commitment of registered tire collectors, haulers and processors. The proceeds from each recycled tire 
helps to fulfill dreams for Ontario children living with severe physical disabilities or life-threatening illnesses. 
Thursday’s big announcement will reveal this year’s incredible success, recognize the top three collection 
sites and celebrate the generosity of the program’s supporter base from organizing partners to collectors 
and haulers to individuals donating their tires. 
 
“Ontario’s continued commitment to responsibly recycling their used tires and enthusiasm for the Tire Take 
Back program never ceases to amaze me,” says Andrew Horsman, Executive Director of OTS. “We are 
thankful that together we are able to fulfill so many dreams through The Sunshine Foundation and 
responsibly recycle Ontario’s tires along the way.”  
 
“The dedication and spirit of our participating collectors and haulers in support of The Sunshine Foundation 
of Canada is always remarkable,” says Steve Fletcher, Executive Director of OARA. “We started the Tire 
Take Back event because we and our members believe in the work The Sunshine Foundation does. We’re 
proud to work together with great partners to bring awareness to responsible tire recycling.” 
 
“We are deeply grateful to be the charity partner supporting this dedicated partnership of OARA, OTS and 
new supporter OFA. 2015 has been another outstanding year of tire collection with tire currency providing 
vital funds for Sunshine’s Dreams for Kids programs,” says Nancy Sutherland, Chief Executive Officer of 
The Sunshine Foundation of Canada. “The Annual Tire Take Back recycling program gives donors the 
opportunity to see new dreams come true from their old tires. Children living with severe disabilities or life 
threatening illnesses can dream big knowing communities across Ontario have come together to support 
their most cherished dreams. On behalf of our staff and volunteers, thank you OARA, OTS, OFA and each 
collector, hauler and processor for making this year such a resounding success.” 
 
What:  Program Results, Celebration and Cheque Presentation  
When:  Thursday, July 23, 2015 from 10:30 am -11:00 am 
Who: Andrew Horseman, Executive Director, Ontario Tire Stewardship  
 Steve Fletcher, Executive Director, Ontario Automotive Recyclers Association 
 Heidi Spannbauer, VP Development and Marketing, The Sunshine Foundation of Canada 
 Ron Cayer, Owner, Rock City Auto Supplies (Top Collector) 
 Peter Hutley, Retire Your Tire 
 Sarah Lashbrook, President, Sunshine’s Sudbury Chapter of Volunteers 
Where:  Rock City Auto Supplies, 1024 Kingsway, Sudbury, ON  
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CONTACTS:  
 
Steve Fletcher, Ontario Automotive Recyclers Association (OARA)  
W: 519-858-8761 E: steve@oara.com 
 
Ron Cayer, Rock City Auto Supplies Ltd. 
W: 705-566-9670 Address: 1024 Kingsway, Sudbury, ON P3B 2E5 
 
Heidi Spannbauer, The Sunshine Foundation of Canada 
W: 1-800-461-7935 Ext. 227 C: 519-520-7326  E: Heidi.spannbauer@sunshine.ca 
 
ABOUT TIRE TAKE BACK 
The OARA Tire Take Back event is a six-day tire recycling blitz, hosted by Ontario Auto Recyclers Association 
(OARA) and its members, and Ontario Tire Stewardship (OTS), with support from registered tire collectors, 
haulers and processors. The event’s goal is to not only recycle thousands of used tires across the province, but 
through these efforts, raise funds for The Sunshine Foundation of Canada. This year the recycling event has 
added the support and involvement of the Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA). Residents and farmers with 
old tires they want to recycle can take them in to one of over 60 participating OARA auto recyclers, and the 
recycler will donate collector fees they normally receive from OTS. In addition, participating haulers will also 
contribute a portion of the fees they normally receive. On average a donated passenger or light truck tire will 
generate about $1.70 and an agricultural tire will generate $6 per tire. http://www.rethinktires.ca/tiretakeback 
 
LEAD SUPPORTERS 
 
ABOUT ONTARIO AUTO RECYCLERS ASSOCIATION (OARA) 
ARA members process end-of-life vehicles (ELVs) in an environmentally responsible manner, ensuring the 
environment is protected from potentially harmful operating fluids and toxins such as mercury and lead. 
Members also recover high quality Green Recycled Parts from vehicles and ensure the parts are reused to help 
save consumers money and the environment. http://www.oara.com 
 
ABOUT ONTARIO TIRE STEWARDSHIP (OTS) 
Established in 2009, OTS is an Industry Funding Organization (IFO) incorporated under Ontario’s Waste 
Diversion Act, to implement and operate the Used Tires Program. At OTS, we are transforming the relationship 
Ontarians have with the lifecycle of their tires, through a comprehensive approach that takes into account our 
environment, our economy and our quality of life. Through the Used Tires program, 100 per cent of Ontario tires 
get efficiently and responsibly recycled into new products, leading to more livable communities and a growing 
green economy in this province. To date, OTS has helped responsibly recycle more than 75 million tires in 
Ontario. To learn more, visit http://www.RethinkTires.ca 
 
ABOUT ONTARIO FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE (OFA) 
The Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) is the largest general farm organization in Ontario, representing 
37,000 farm families across the province. As a dynamic farmer-led organization based in Guelph, the OFA 
works to represent and champion the interests of Ontario farmers through government relations, farm policy 
recommendations, research, lobby efforts, community representation, media relations and more. OFA is the 
leading advocate for Ontario’s farmers and is Ontario’s voice of the farmer. http://www.ofa.on.ca 
 
ABOUT THE SUNSHINE FOUNDATION OF CANADA  
Sunshine is the only national Canadian charity impacting the lives of children living with severe physical 
disabilities or life-threatening illnesses by making their dreams come true. Dreams allow children to escape from 
the daily regimen and challenges of living with a severe physical disability or life-threatening illness and give 
them a sense of freedom, empowerment and joy. Sunshine has two programs: Sunshine Individual Dreams and 
Sunshine DreamLifts. Sunshine Individual Dreams can range from family trips to customized gifts. The Sunshine 
DreamLift is a whirlwind one-day adventure to a Disney theme park for 70-80 children accompanied by a 
volunteer medical team and community volunteers. Since its inception in 1987, Sunshine has fulfilled dreams for 
more than 7,500 children across Canada and coordinated 59 Sunshine DreamLifts. For more information, visit 
www.sunshine.ca or follow us on Twitter at @SunshineFound. 
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OTHER VALUED SUPPORTERS 
 
ABOUT LIBERTY TIRE RECYCLING CANADA LTD. 
Liberty Tire Recycling is the leader in North America reclaiming used tires and transforming millions of tires into 
raw material for smart, sustainable products that improve people’s lives. Liberty provides superb recycling 
services, products and customer satisfaction combined with a relentless pursuit of excellence and a commitment 
to our customers and their communities. Liberty, in partnership with OARA is excited and pleased to be making 
a significant contribution and commitment to the Tire Take Back program by providing on-site equipment/staff 
for tire removal and marketing resources at various events across the province. For more information, visit 
http://www.libertytire.com 
 
ABOUT TRILLIUM TIRE 
Trillium Tire is one of Ontario's largest independent haulers of waste tires. With locations in Brantford, Ottawa, 
Niagara, and Thunder Bay, we provide efficient and reliable collection and disposal services to our clients 
across the Province. We have partnered with Ontario's foremost processing companies to ensure 
environmentally responsible, value-added recycling of all waste. Trillium Tire is proud to participate in this years' 
OARA/Sunshine Foundation Tire Take Back Days event along with many of our clients who are participating 
OARA members. We look forward to helping make 2015 the most successful year yet. Trillium Tire is proudly 
Canadian owned and operated. For more information, visit http://www.TrilliumTire.com 
 
ABOUT RETIRE YOUR TIRE 
Retire Your Tire is an OTS-registered Hauler supplying efficient, reliable haulage to OTS collectors throughout 
the province of Ontario. Through the OTS Used Tires Program, Retire Your Tire, along with our partner 
Collectors and Processors, help contribute to sustainable tire recycling and the reuse of more than 12 million 
tires sold annually in Ontario. By doing this, Retire Your Tire assists in preventing old tires from accumulating in 
landfills, back roads, ditches or other areas where tires are dumped illegally. Specializing in large volume pick-
ups, Retire Your Tire accepts all sizes of scrap tires, on or off rims, and 53’ trailers are also available for on-site 
loading. Full OTS Collector submission services are provided by qualified technical OTS specialist. For more 
information, visit http://www.retireyourtire.ca 
 
ABOUT ENVI-RECYCLE  
It is with great excitement and anticipation that we had the immense opportunity to participate in the 2015 Tire 
Take Back week. Envi-Recycle is a reputable registered tire hauling company based out of Mississauga. At the 
heart of Envi-Recycle is the belief that there is tremendous value for used tires. As a company we haul almost a 
half a million tires yearly and have experienced exponential growth since starting the company in 2011. Tires 
collected are recycled or reused in various places all over the world. Our services include scrap tire pick-ups, 
der-imming, rim purchase programs, competitive tire incentives, and much more. For more information, visit 
http://www.envi-recycle.com 
 
BLACK2GREEN TIRE RECYCLING  
Black2Green Tire Recycling provides excellent scrap tire pick-up and transportation services to 
Northern Ontario businesses. Our goal is to provide much needed local service and support to used tire 
collectors and processors by promoting the used tire recycling program in the North.  We are well aware of 
the industry and governmental standards of the used tire business and will work diligently to ensure every tire 
we haul is properly handled. As a registered OTS hauler, we are committed to maintaining a high level of quality 
service as we continue to build strong, sustainable partnerships across Northern Ontario. 
www.black2green.ca/tire-recycling 
 
 
More Tire Take Back 2015 media details can be found at: http://rethinktires.ca/wp-
content/uploads/About-OARA-and-Tire-Take-Back-Events-2015.pdf 

 

http://www.libertytire.com/
http://www.trilliumtire.com/
http://www.retireyourtire.ca/
http://www.envi-recycle.com/
http://www.black2green.ca/tire-recycling
http://rethinktires.ca/wp-content/uploads/About-OARA-and-Tire-Take-Back-Events-2015.pdf
http://rethinktires.ca/wp-content/uploads/About-OARA-and-Tire-Take-Back-Events-2015.pdf

