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$1 Million Dollars Raised from Annual Tire Take Back Event: 
Ontario Makes Dreams Come True 

 
LONDON, ON, September 28, 2016 – The Annual Tire Take Back event has hit a huge milestone. Since 2010, the 

collaborative community fundraiser organized by the Ontario Automotive Recyclers Association (OARA) and the 

Ontario Tire Stewardship (OTS) with support from registered tire haulers and processors, and in association with 

the Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA), has raised a collective total of $1,061,393 to support The Sunshine 

Foundation of Canada in their mission to make dreams come true for Canadian children living with severe physical 

disabilities or life-threatening illnesses. By encouraging Ontario residents to drop off their used tires at participating 

collectors across the province, the annual Tire Take Back event has successfully led to the collection and recycling 

of 459,071 used tires, effectively turning old tires into new dreams.  

“We are overwhelmed with the support we’ve received from OARA, OTS, OFA, and their partners and their 

dedication to reaching this incredible million dollar milestone,” says Nancy Sutherland, CEO for The Sunshine 

Foundation of Canada. “Tire Take Back is grassroots fundraising at its best with communities across the province 

coming together to make dreams come true for our Sunshine kids.” 

This year, the 12-day tire recycling blitz which took place between May 24th and June 4th, saw the collection of 

64,623 tires, raising $117,998 in support of Sunshine. Early’s Auto Parts in Alliston, Ontario had the highest results, 

collecting 15,346 tires, resulting in $21,491 of the total funds raised in this, the 7th year of the Tire Take Back event.   

Sunshine was presented with a ceremonial cheque on September 28th, 2016, at Early’s Auto Parts in Alliston, 

Ontario. In attendance was New Tecumseth Mayor, Rick Milne, Sunshine CEO, Nancy Sutherland, and Steve 

Fletcher, Executive Director of OARA.   

“We continue to be amazed at the success of this program,” said Fletcher. “The efforts our members put in to 

collecting these tires, and the support our tire hauling partners provide, keep the environment clean, and help The 

Sunshine Foundation continue to do their good work.” 

Thanks to the efforts and generosity of all the partners involved, the Tire Take Back event allows Sunshine to 

continue their work, providing more children in Ontario and across the country with once-in-a-lifetime experiences 

that provide life-long impact. One such child is 11-year-old Abby from Alliston, who lives with Mitochondrial Disease 

with ataxia and dreamed of traveling to Disney World with her family to see the magic and meet all of the 

princesses.  Abby’s Mom shared that, “travelling to Disney World was the most wonderful experience for Abby and 

our family and we are so grateful to The Sunshine Foundation for making this dream possible.  Abby was able to 

take a break from physio and medical appointments to explore the magical world of Disney. She experienced 

everything from a princess make-over to meeting her favorite characters.  It was definitely a week to remember and 

one that she speaks of fondly. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!” 

 
For interviews or photos from the event, contact:  
Lauren Redman, Manager, Marketing & Communications, The Sunshine Foundation of Canada 
Phone: 519.642.0990 x 221; Email: lauren.redman@sunshine.ca 
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About The Sunshine Foundation of Canada 

Sunshine is a national Canadian charity impacting the lives of children living with severe physical disabilities or life-

threatening illnesses by making their dreams come true. Sunshine’s Dream Programs give the children they serve 

the opportunity to experience freedom from their daily regimens and challenges by having their dreams transformed 

into reality, impacting them with a sense of independence, confidence, and empowerment that will stay with them 

for the rest of their lives.  Sunshine has two Dream Programs: Sunshine Dreams, which can range from family trips 

to meeting a hero to customized gifts, and Sunshine DreamLift which is a whirlwind ‘day of yes’ adventure to a 

Disney theme park for a large group of children. Since its inception in 1987, Sunshine has fulfilled more than 8,000 

dreams for children across Canada and coordinated 61 Sunshine DreamLifts. For more information, visit 

www.sunshine.ca or follow us on Twitter: @SunshineFound. 

About The Ontario Auto Recyclers Association (OARA) 
The Ontario Automotive Recyclers Association represents 125 professional auto recyclers across Ontario who 
recover and recycle end-of-life vehicles for their parts reuse and materials recycling. For more information, visit 
www.oara.com.  
 
About Ontario Tire Stewardship (OTS) 
Established in 2009, OTS is an Industry Funding Organization (IFO) incorporated under Ontario's Waste Diversion 
Act, to implement and operate the Used Tires Program. 
 
At OTS, we are transforming the relationship Ontarians have with the lifecycle of their tires, through a 
comprehensive approach that takes into account our environment, our economy and our quality of life. Through the 
Used Tires program, 100 per cent of Ontario tires get efficiently and responsibly recycled into new products, leading 
to more livable communities and a growing green economy in this province. 
 
For more information, please visit www.RethinkTires.ca and follow us on Twitter: @RethinkTires 
 
About Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) 
The Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) is the largest general farm organization in Ontario, representing 36,000 
farm families across the province. As a dynamic farmer-led organization based in Guelph, OFA works to represent 
and champion the interests of Ontario farmers through government relations, farm policy recommendations, 
research, lobby efforts, community representation, media relations and more. OFA is the leading advocate for 
Ontario’s farmers and is Ontario’s voice of the farmer. For more information, visit www.ofa.on.ca 
 
About Liberty Tire Recycling Canada Ltd.  
Liberty Tire Recycling is the leader in North America reclaiming used tires and transforming millions of tires into raw 
material for smart, sustainable products that improve people’s lives. Liberty provides superb recycling services, 
products and customer satisfaction combined with a relentless pursuit of excellence and a commitment to our 
customers and their communities. For more information, visit www.libertytire.com 
 
About Trillium Tire  
Trillium Tire is one of Ontario's largest independent haulers of waste tires. With locations in Brantford, Ottawa, 
Niagara, and Thunder Bay, we provide efficient and reliable collection and disposal services to our clients across 
the Province. We have partnered with Ontario's foremost processing companies to ensure environmentally 
responsible, value-added recycling of all waste. Trillium Tire is proudly Canadian owned and operated. For more 
information, visit www.TrilliumTire.com  
 
About Retire Your Tire  
Retire Your Tire is an OTS-registered Hauler supplying efficient, reliable haulage to OTS collectors throughout the 
province of Ontario. Through the OTS Used Tires Program, Retire Your Tire, along with our partner Collectors and 
Processors, help contribute to sustainable tire recycling and the reuse of more than 12 million tires sold annually in 
Ontario. By doing this, Retire Your Tire assists in preventing old tires from accumulating in landfills, back roads, 
ditches or other areas where tires are dumped illegally.  
 
Specializing in large volume pick-ups, Retire Your Tire accepts all sizes of scrap tires, on or off rims, and 53’ trailers 
are also available for on-site loading. Full OTS Collector submission services are provided by qualified technical 
OTS specialist. For more information, visit www.retireyourtire.ca  
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About Envi-Recycle  
Envi-Recycle is a reputable registered tire hauling company based out of Mississauga. At the heart of Envi-Recycle 
is the belief that there is tremendous value for used tires. As a company we haul almost a half a million tires yearly 
and have experienced exponential growth since starting the company in 2011. Tires collected are recycled or 
reused in various places all over the world. Our services include scrap tire pickups, de-rimming, rim purchase 
programs, competitive tire incentives, and much more. For more information, visit www.envi-recycle.com   
 
About CRM  
With 5 plants across North America, CRM has positioned itself to be a strong manufacturer both socially and 
economically. Our manufacturing system features advanced mechanical, cryogenic and ambient processing 
technologies. Annually CRM recycles over 25 million tires into crumb rubber for use in sustainable products such as 
rubberized asphalt, synthetic turf fields and rubber molded products. As both a registered Processor and Hauler in 
the Ontario Tire Stewardship program, CRM has developed strong relationships with our customers to ensure 
service excellence and continued expansion in the marketplace. For more information, please visit 
www.crmrubber.com   
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